MATTHEW   PARKER

by M. THEODORA STEAD

IT is a great tribute to Matthew Parker, as Archbishop,
that the Elizabethan Church Settlement, of which he
was the master builder, is so much clearer to the public
mind than the man himself. He did not seek office: it was
thrust upon him; but, being Primate, he laboured earnestly
to make safe the bulwarks of the Church. The proposal
that he should enter on the See of Canterbury, vacant by
the opportune death of Cardinal Pole, he refiised with a
sincerity inspired, not only by genuine modesty, but by a
perception of the immense difficulty of the task. The first
suggestion came from Nicholas Bacon, the Lord Keeper, a
Norwich man like Parker himself, the second from Cecil,
Elizabeth's Secretary of State, and both these invitations he
refused.
The work of the new Archbishop would indeed be difficult
He would have to guide and discipline a Church of which
the form alone was settled. Mary's desperate attempt to
recall England to the Roman obedience had decided that
England would be Protestant. Rather than face a return
of die fires of Smithfield, the people would accept the Royal
Supremacy and welcome the return of Edward VPs Prayer
Book; but the authority the Archbishop was to wield and
the practices of the Church he was to rule would have to be
defined* It would be his duty to secure reverence and
uniformity in the services and to recruit and discipline the
clergy. He would have to deal with the returned Pro-
testant exiles, fresh from the heated controversies of Geneva
or Frankfort, who saw in Elizabeth's accession the oppor-
tunity to remould the Church in England to the patterns
they severally approved* The " unruly flock of the English
people " would tax the watchful care of their Primate.
Many of them were still of the Roman obedience; and the